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TESTED: Saving coin with Stingray Eyewear
I think I was chosen to review these 
glasses when on a recent trip chasing 
squid, a colleague I was fishing 
with saw me struggling with servo 
quality sunnies…
 Not that it was worrying me greatly, I 

mean, I’ve tried (but never owned) some 

very expensive lenses, and they offered 

great protection, but sunnies just need to 

keep the sun out of my eyes, right? All the 

‘good’ quality eyewear is well out of my 

‘student-living-just-above-the-poverty-

line’ budget anyway…

First impressions
 That was the first thing that struck 

me about Stingray’s range of fishing 

specific sunglasses – they don’t cost 

hundreds of dollars, but they boast a 

stylish look that makes them appear like 

their more expensive counterparts. I was 

immediately taken by the lens I was given 

to test, the Mackerel, as it made me look 

like a Floridian flats guide!

 But looks aside, I was very keen to see 

how a sub $100 lens compared to the other 

glasses on the market. Being a sight-fishing 

addict, I knew that my usual fishing habits 

would provide an adequate testing field. 

 Where cruising targets are swimming in 

and out of shadows cast by trees, pontoons, 

bridges and rocks, quality sunglasses are 

invaluable. Glare on the water seems to 

render the naked eye practically useless, 

and while cheap sunnies are some help 

against glare, the Mackerel lens manages to 

deflect most glare from going into your eyes 

so you can keep a visual on that feeding 

fish. That’s the idea, anyway…

 Having tested these lenses across 

a variety of environments 

targeting different species, 

I’m more than impressed 

by the fish-spotting 

and glare-deflecting 

qualities it has to offer, 

not to mention the 

protection it offered.

 At first I tried a bit 

of simple land-based 

squidding in Moreton Bay, 

where your ability to see 

not only underwater structure, but also the 

squid themselves is important. Squid are 

masters of camouflage and even in shallow 

water, they can be quite tricky to spot. 

 At all stages of the day, I was able to spot 

squid through glare, even when they tried 

to be clever by swimming into a shadow or 

diving down a few feet.

 Elsewhere, they proved their use while 

fly fishing for carp in shallow water. Where 

I fish, the brown colouration of the carp 

makes them difficult to spot against the 

muddy bottom, and their inability to stay 

still sees many targets lost to glare or 

turbulence in the water. Cutting out that 

glare made spotting cruising carp very easy, 

especially with the sun rapidly dropping and 

the shadows lengthening. Spotting fish was 

easy, getting them to eat, of course, was 

another matter.

 Even when not spotting fish or squid 

though, having your eyes protected during 

those long days out on the water is very 

important. I’ve done a few full day trips 

out in the dams and in the bay with the 

Mackerel lens and I haven’t ended up with 

the sore eyes that were a part of fishing with 

my servo sunnies.

 As a plus, they haven’t caused any 

discomfort when on my head, even though 

they sit fairly tightly around my skull. Being 

a tight fit means there’s no need for extra 

lanyards to prevent them from falling off 

your face. 

 Stingray Eyewear is absolutely perfect 

. 
 – Bob Thornton

TESTED: Beachmate trolley I love finding products that 
make certain tasks easier, 
whether it’s a new type of 
tool for handyman work 
around the house right 
through to the functionality 
of a reversing camera on 
large cars. I wouldn’t say 
I’m a lazy person, I just don’t 
like overcomplicating tasks 
that should be simple! And 
it’s for this reason I enjoyed 
using the Beachmate trolley.
 Around the time this package 

turned up at Fishing Monthly 

I had just been given the all 

clear from the doctor after 

hobbling around with a broken 

leg for seven weeks. I was 

keen to get out and about again 

without crutches and go fishing – so it 

was the perfect time to check out the 

functionality of the Beachmate and 

put it through its paces.

 If you’re like me you 

always pack too much gear 

when you go fishing. I have 

this nagging worry that if I 

don’t take something I’ll be 

guaranteed to need it – and 

when it comes to land-based 

fishing or fishing off a pier, jetty 

or beach, there’s nothing worse 

then overloading yourself with gear 

and having to stop a thousand times to 

rearrange and shift what you’re carrying.

 Enter the Beachmate!
 This trolley was designed to assist in 

carrying gear to and from the beach, but it’s 

also perfect for carting your fishing gear to 

and from other fishing destinations. The trolley 

doubles as a seat, so once you unload 

all your gear you can sit down, relax and 

crack a frothy one while you wait for the 

fish to bite. The Beachmate also has 

a compact, inbuilt shade canopy to 

give you a bit of relief from the sun’s 

glare.

 A lot of thought has 

been put into the design of this 

product. It’s very user friendly, 

so any numbskull can use 

it – even me! It packs up 

flat and can easily be 

stored in your car 

or cupboard. 

The materials 

used are of a 

high quality and 

are designed 

to withstand 

the elements. The 

trolley also has several 

pockets, which are great for 

storing valuables like your keys and wallet. 

Also supplied is a cargo net, which you can 

attach over your load to stop gear falling off as 

you move between fishing destinations.

 What I like about this product the most 

though is that its functionality is perfect for my 

needs. Not only is it great for taking all the gear 

I need when fishing off the river banks, jetty or 

the beach, it’s also great in other aspects of my 

life. I have a young family – a 2-year-old and a 

fresh little 2-month-old – and when we head 

out for a birthday party, BBQ, or even a trip 

to the beach, this product is extremely useful 

in carting our ever-increasing bits and pieces 

from A to B. 

 The Beachmate retails for $129. For more 

information or to order this product go to 

www.ezybeach.com.au or freecall 1300 822 

469. – Ryan Limpus

For long days out on the water, the Mackerel 
definitely provided the protection it promised, 
and made me look as though I knew what I 
was doing as a bonus!


